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Madame Chairman,

First of all I would like to congratulate you 
upon your reelection as chairman of this Working Group.

Allow me also to say that the Norwegian 
Government is pleased to have the opportunity to continue 
its participation in the important undertakings of the 
Working Group, both through its review of relevant 
developments and in the standard-setting activities. 
Furthermore, Norway recently made a new contribution to 
the United Nations Voluntary Fund for Indigenous 
Populations. We believe that one of the ways in which we 
can ensure that the concerns of all indigenous peoples are 
t^riren~Trrto consideratioñT is to see that they have a voice 
in the meetings of this Working Group. My government is 
prepared to continue to contribute to the fund, and me 
trust that our contributions will encourage the support of 
others as well.

Madame Chairman,

In its statement to the Working Group last year, 
my delegation gave a brief review of the recent 
developments regarding the Sami people in Norway. The 
most significant is that the Norwegian Parliament last 
year amended the Constitution of 1814 by inserting a new 
article stating that it is incumbent on the authorities of 
the state to create conditions enabling the Sami people to 
preserve and develop their own language, culture and 
societal life.



In 1987 the Norwegian Parliament adopted a bill 

concerning the establishment of a Sami Assembly and other 

legal matters concerning the Sami people. The sphere of 

work of the Assembly will comprise all matters affecting 

the Sami people in Norway, and will be elected by direct 

elections held among the Samis uiho have registered in a 

separate electoral register. The first elections will 

take place in September this year.

Madame Chairman,

Let me now comment on the standard-setting 

activities of the Working Group , in particular, its work 

towards a draft universal declaration on indigenous 

rights . Our support for these activities is reflected not 

only in our participation as observer in this Working 

Group, but also in the careful consideration Norway has 

afforded, first to the draft principles developed by the 

Working Group, and later to the draft declaration 

submittecf^byyou, Madame Chairman. We do not propose to 

repeat to-day the comments we have already submitted and 

which are available in document E/CN4/sub2/1989/33/Ad4,3.

In our view this draft lays a good foundation for 

further endeavours to reach agreement on a universal 

declaration in this field. Such a declaration would 

represent an important step forward in promoting 

indigenous rights.

In the efforts to protect the rights of 

indigenous peoples, it is Norway's view that the point of 

departure should be the need to preserve cultural 

identity . It must be made clear that the cultures of 

¿ indigenous peoples are an inalienable part of the world"s 

cultural heritage. Safeguarding the living conditions of 

these peoples thus serves not only to protect their human
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One way of ensuring that these objectives would 
be achieved and made acceptable is to make sure that they 
correspond as much as possible to existing international 
norms. In this respect we noted with appreciation that 
you, Madame Chairman, in introducing the draft declaration 
to the Working Group last year, so clearly underlined the 
need to keep in mind the guidelines on the setting of 
^international standards in the field of human rights, 
contained i General Assembly r é s o l u tion^ju / 1 4.
December 1986.

In Norway's written comments to the draft 
declaration we agreed with the use of the term "peoples" 
throughout the declaration. We also agree that it is not 
necessary to define the term "indigenous peoples1’ in a 
declaration of this kind. Furthermore, we have noted with 
satisfaction that the qualification of certain rights as 
collective has been deleted in the revised draft,
^presented to us in document E/CN.4/sub2/1989/33. In ouA 
view these qualifications, which did not seem to be \
uniform throughout the entire text, were unnecessary 
because whether a right is collective or not, is normally 
implied by the definition itself. /

Having said this, I would like to point out that 
the emphasis in the draft on the rights of "indigenous 
peoples" rather than on the individual human rights of the) 
persons should not imply that the latter be given any lessj 
attention.

Madame Chairman,

Let me close by thanking you again for your 
outstanding contribution to the development of standards 
in the area of indigenous rights.
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